Mayors who are socialist.
Katie Wilson, a self-described democratic socialist and political newcomer, was elected Mayor of Seattle in November 2025, defeating incumbent Bruce Harrell. Taking office on January 1, 2026, her platform focuses on housing affordability, increasing taxes on large corporations, and expanding public transit. 
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Key details about Seattle's socialist mayor:
· Policy Focus: Wilson advocates for creating 4,000 emergency housing units, pursuing a $1 billion housing bond, and implementing stricter renter protections.
· Background: She is a former community organizer and ran as a democratic socialist.
· Administration: She took office on Jan 1, 2026, facing a city council that also saw progressive shifts
.
· Campaign: Her campaign highlighted the city's affordability crisis and emphasized community-owned housing over corporate development. 
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Wilson's victory is part of a larger trend of progressive and socialist candidates winning positions in major U.S. cities. 
· budget Deficit: The city is managing a structural deficit estimated to be roughly $240–$250 million for 2025–2026, driven by spending exceeding revenue, which includes increased costs for services.
· 
· High Debt Load: A Truth in Accounting report previously ranked Seattle poorly for its fiscal health, identifying that it lacked enough assets to cover its debt.
· Causes: Key factors include rising costs for services, inflation, the end of federal pandemic relief funds, and an expansion of government programs.
· Economic Impact: As reported by The Seattle Times, financial strains are impacting residents, with many retirees in the Puget Sound region facing high personal debt.
· Small Business Strain: Approximately 67% of Seattle small business owners report higher financial strain now than during the pandemic. 

As of late 2025, New York City faces a high but manageable debt load, with approximately $96.3 billion in debt counted against its constitutional limit, projected to rise as capital needs grow
. 
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Key NYC Debt Information (Fiscal Year 2026 Projections):
· Total Debt Outstanding: Estimated to be $96.3 billion at the beginning of FY 2026, projected to rise to $131.7 billion by FY 2029.
· Debt Limit Capacity: The city has a statutory debt limit; however, it has about $44.4 billion in capacity below that limit as of July 1, 2025.
· Debt Service:
 Total debt service payments represent about 10.6% of tax revenues, which is considered manageable, but is projected to rise.
· Primary Borrowing Vehicles: Debt is largely comprised of General Obligation (GO) bonds and Transitional Finance Authority (TFA) bonds, which are secured by personal income taxes.
· Fiscal Outlook: Despite high debt levels, the city retains strong credit ratings (Aa2/AA/AA+) due to a diverse economy. 
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For detailed, official reports on the city's debt and financial health, see the Office of the New York City Comptroller's Capital Debt Reports and the NYC Debt Outstanding report from the Citizens Budget Commission.
Zohran Mamdani is a Shia Muslim and a democratic socialist who serves as the Mayor of New York City, having embraced his faith as a central component of his political identity. Raised in an interfaith family, he integrates progressive political views with his faith, 
highlighting the Palestinian struggle and social justice as core tenets of his, as explained by Contending Modernities. 
Religious Background and Practices
· Background: Born in Kampala, Uganda, and raised in an interfaith family, his mother is Hindu, and his father is Muslim. He has stated that his worldview was shaped by both Muslim traditions and Hindu rituals like Diwali and Holi.
· Faith Practice: Mamdani has described his Muslim identity as a "private but also important cultural aspect" of his upbringing, and he has leaned into it publicly during his time in office.
· Public Expression: As mayor, he has hosted public Ramadan, in the Mayor’s office and he broke his fast with incarcerated men at Rikers Island, and appeared in public religious attire, such as a white thobe. 
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Political and Religious Beliefs
· Intersection of Faith and Politics: Mamdani fuses his Islamic faith with a democratic socialist ideology.
· Policy Positions: He is a vocal supporter of LGBTQ+ rights and abortion rights. His politics are driven by a commitment to nonviolence, which he says informs his support for the Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions (BDS) movement, according to Contending Modernities.
· Controversies: His vocal criticism of Israel's actions in Gaza has garnered attention, with some observers calling his approach to religious issues an "asymmetry".
· Reactions: While his followers view his faith as a sign of empathy for minority communities, critics, such as those featured in a Catholic League report, argue that his progressive positions on social issues like marriage and sexuality are in conflict with traditional Islamic teachings. 
Some users on Reddit have debated whether his identity is primarily cultural or devotional, though his political brand is clearly defined by his public embrace of his faith.
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