Zohran Mamdani is a Shia Muslim and a democratic socialist who serves as the Mayor of New York City, having embraced his faith as a central component of his political identity. Raised in an interfaith family, he integrates progressive political views with his faith, highlighting the Palestinian struggle and social justice as core tenets of his, as explained by Contending Modernities. 
Religious Background and Practices
· Background: Born in Kampala, Uganda, and raised in an interfaith family, his mother is Hindu, and his father is Muslim. He has stated that his worldview was shaped by both Muslim traditions and Hindu rituals like Diwali and Holi.
· Faith Practice: Mamdani has described his Muslim identity as a "private but also important cultural aspect" of his upbringing, and he has leaned into it publicly during his time in office.
· Public Expression: As mayor, he has hosted public Ramadan, broken fast with incarcerated men at Rikers Island, and appeared in public religious attire, such as a white thobe. 
Political and Religious Beliefs
· Intersection of Faith and Politics: Mamdani fuses his Islamic faith with a democratic socialist ideology.
· Policy Positions: He is a vocal supporter of LGBTQ+ rights and abortion rights. His politics are driven by a commitment to nonviolence, which he says informs his support for the Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions (BDS) movement, according to Contending Modernities.
· Controversies: His vocal criticism of Israel's actions in Gaza has garnered attention, with some observers calling his approach to religious issues an "asymmetry".
· Reactions: While his followers view his faith as a sign of empathy for minority communities, critics, such as those featured in a Catholic League report, argue that his progressive positions on social issues like marriage and sexuality are in conflict with traditional Islamic teachings. 
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· Zohran Mamdani and Strategic Islamophobia
Aug 18, 2025 — I believe Mamdani's unusually courageous support of Palestinian human rights and justice has triggered a particularly acute Islamo...
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Contending Modernities
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