The Red-Green alliance (also referred to as the Marxist-Islamist alliance or Islamo-leftism) is a political concept describing a strategic, often tactical, partnership between far-left radicals ("Red") and Islamist movements ("Green"). Despite having starkly different ideological foundations—secular Marxism vs. religious authoritarianism—these groups often unite in opposition to Western imperialism, capitalism, and in opposition to Israel. 
Origins and Historical Development
· 1979 Iranian Revolution: This is often cited as a foundational moment, where Western leftists and Iranian Marxists supported Ayatollah Khomeini's revolution, seeing Islam as a revolutionary force to upend Western influence.
· Baku Congress (1920): Early intersection between Soviet leaders and Muslim populations to mobilize against British and French colonialism.
· Cold War: The Soviet Union supported secular-nationalist and "Islamic Socialist" regimes (e.g., in Egypt, Libya, Somalia) to counter U.S. influence in the Middle East. 
Key Components and Goals
· Red (Far-Left/Marxists): Often identify with revolutionary socialism, anti-colonialism, and third-worldism, seeing Islamists as allies in overturning liberal democracies.
· Green (Islamists): Utilize political Islam to impose Islamic law and organize society around a religious identity, exploiting partnerships with the West’s internal critics.
· Shared Objectives: Opposition to Western powers, anti-Zionism, opposition to capitalism, and the desire to break down liberal institutions. 
Contemporary Manifestations
· Campus Protests: The alliance has been observed in anti-Zionist protests on college campuses, where leftist and Islamist organizations merge, especially following Hamas’s October 7 attacks.
· "Woke" Left Alignment: Some analysts highlight the convergence of "woke" identity politics with Islamist narratives, labeling Zionism as racism to target Israel.
· Support Networks: The alliance is sometimes bolstered by funding from international actors (e.g., Iran, Qatar) and organizations focusing on anti-America or anti-Israel initiatives. 
Critiques and Controversies
· Ideological Contradictions: Critics point out that the alliance is contradictory, as Islamist regimes often oppress or eliminate their communist allies once they gain power (e.g., the aftermath of the 1979 Iranian revolution).
· Antisemitism: The alliance is often accused of promoting anti-Jewish narratives disguised as anti-Zionism.
· Threat to Liberal Values: Many analysts see the partnership as a threat to Western democratic values, using the "smokescreen" of social justice to advance radical agendas. 
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